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March 2011

12 - We led a solidarity visit to El Arakib,
attended by members of various organizations.
During the visit, olive saplings were planted
within the village. Later activists stood before
the Jewish National Fund (JNF) work camp
near the village and protested the ongoing
afforestation works on its lands and the
destruction of its houses.

21 - To mark the International Day for the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the
Negev Coexistence Forum for Civil Equality
(NCF) published a report dealing with racism
and systematic discrimination against the
Arab Bedouin living in the Negev. The
report, published for the second consecutive
year, examines among other things the
implementation of the principle of adequate
representation of Arab workers in the southern
district of the civil service; the language of
signage in the various government offices in
the district; and the level of accessibility and
approachability of the various government
services in the townships.

24 - The NCF accompanied the Czech
ambassador to Israel, Mr Tomas Pojar, on
a tour of the Negev and the unrecognized
villages.

30 - There was a rally to mark Land Day in
the Negev in El Arakib, which at the time had
been demolished over twenty times by the
state in the past year. Activists from NCF and
other organizations participated in the rally
alongside over a thousand Negev residents.

30 - The NCF led a tour of the Negev to a
representative of the French embassy.
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During March two spoken Arabic courses
began at the Multaka-Mifgash Cultural Center,
one for beginners and another for advanced
students.



2011 3|

L}\bbLg Ogu) Jal delyp Wi Lad  dalise N INES9 O slacl 45)[.«.».6‘ g.—g;élfv.” QL@I &0 duelald o)L fla.ﬁl -3 12
0,80 ol e dalabl i ol JlosY pazlonint 3o Isxes Judl ) Gastl] Bsanall Sousa JI slaiil] Lo s . 4,3

s pdoy

a patall g 505k Byt il G 0,801 § Galudl Golmd] satie 35,4 paisl ddalil Gblell podl duulie — 131 21
sl plsll gladl] § oyl Jloml) @33 et s Bk oo 0,0 s i) 3 oyl (pibolghl olol @il sanatly
s 8] U515 duagSod] Sloasl) adgog)] s gtunsailish] deasSodl CISL) § du ) dllly GBI iy Lgid)

18 elagd (Kbl pdad) gy Bkl 1 5,8y i) § W ol satie pBI — 13 24

S o slaiss piulsl] gutie clhis dilis cadlymll ool e opallie Caodl WLl oY) poy 6,5 ks — 513130

it ) ga gasd 1000 o SS1 Cole I dalise Slodaies
e, d)l oylaud] Jied doz Canddl — )31 30
eddital) 4oy oozl ooty GAULI & doymll asll eudst) o599 Coxtidl I3 ad N>

=X 190N T
d Day assembly in

5 S ) jalf 4y i Y ﬂ‘ E

o

T

s

April

1-  We accompanied Friends of Meretz USA
on a tour of El Arakib which had been entirely
demolished by the state 23 times at the time.

11 - The court hearings of Aziz, Sliman and
Hamza Abu Mdigam and Haia Noah (NCF
Executive Director) began. They are charged
with land appropriation and non-compliance
with a court order.

12 - We conducted a tour of the Negev for
foreign students from the Department of Politics
and Government at the Ben Gurion University.
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Yosef Algazi and Avshalom Elitzur during a lecture about the writings of Yeshayahu Leibowitz, 13.04.2011
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April (continued)

13- We hosted an event on the thoughts of
Yeshayahu Leibowitz during the week of
Passover - the Jewish holiday of freedom.
Dozens of participants came to hear Yosef Elgazi
and Avshalom Elitzur lecture on Leibowitz’s ideas
and principles and their acquaintance with him.

14 - We conducted a tour for students at a
leadership program of the Tel Aviv University
Students’ Council. The students came to the
Negev to experience and critically examine the
situation in the area. They visited an outlook
on the Abu Tlul area and El Arakib and ended
the day with a visit to the unrecognized village
of Alsira, where they were hosted by Forum
secretariat member Khalil Alamour.

24 - We conducted a tour for a group of singers
from Belgium who came for a visit to Israel and
the Occupied Territories. The group who came
to the Negev for one day visited Hirbet Hura
and Lakia, participated in the protest vigil of El
Arakib residents and visited their village.

25- Members of the NCF met with
representatives of Amnesty International and
conducted a joint tour of El Arakib. Amnesty’s
representatives took testimonies from the
residents regarding the dozens of demolitions
of the village.

27 - The Multaka-Mifgash Cultural Center
hosted the author Nir Barram who presented a

lecture marking Holocaust Memorial Day on
his book Good People.
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Amnesty International members during a tour in the village of Al-Arakib, 25.04.2011
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April (continued)

28 - We conducted a tour for teachers taking a
further education course with the Association
for Civil Rights in Israel.

29 - Activists from the NCF participated in the
International Workers’ Day parade in Be’er-
Sheva.

30 - The fourth Jewish-
Arab Neighbors
Festival took place
in Rahat. This was a
joint event run by the
Rahat  municipality,
Rahat community
center, A Step Forward
and the NCF. The
festival included many
stalls,
Bedouin food and
theater and song and
dance performances.
Hundreds of Negev
residents  participated
in the event alongside
guests from the center
of the country.

traditional

In April another photography project began in
the village of Wadi El Na’am, attended by 12
young women.
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Members of the Turkish and South-African embassies during a tour in the village of
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Alecture of the Israeli author Nir Baram about his new book "Good People" at the Multaka-
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May

In the beginning of May an English course
for activists was opened in Multaka-Mifgash
Cultural Center, aiming to enhance their English-
language advocacy tools.

4 - The Contemporary Arabic Film Club at
Multaka-Mifgash featured the film “We Were
Communists” to mark International Workers’
Day.

5- We conducted a tour of the Negev for
representatives of the Turkish and South African
embassies in Israel.

18 - A discussion took place at Multaka-Mifgash
Cultural Center under the title “Talking about the
Nakba”. Fatma Qasem and Yael Hazan shared
the the findings of their research on the Nakba
with the audience.

During the last two weeks of May, Adv. Sanaa
Ibn Bari participated in the tenth session of the
UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
(UNPFII). The UNPFII, which meets once a year
for two weeks at the UN headquarters in New
York, broughttogether over 1,000 representatives
of indigenous peoples from all over the world.
During the session, Adv. Ibn Bari presented the
difficulties facing the Arab-Bedouin community
in the Negev and specifically the results of the
non-recognition of 45 villages.

Mifgash, 27.04.2011
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Attorney Sana Ibn Bari, Representative of the Negev Coexistence Forum during the United Nations
Permanent Forum for Indigenous People, New York, May 2011
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June

1- Wevisited the village of Al Furra where the
home of three young families was demolished.

2-3- A second-hand Bazar took place at the
Multaka-Mifgash Cultural Center in association
with Students for Refugees. All proceeds were
donated to support the organization’s activities
with the refugee community in the Negev.

14 - The Department of Sociology and Political
Science at the Open University conducted a tour
of the Negev, guided by the NCF. The lecturers
and research students began the day with an
outlook on the Sayag area from Abu Tlul, and
went on to visit the unrecognized village Alsira.

15 - Following the release on the Prime
Minister's ~ Office ~ website ~ of  the
recommendations of the Implementation Team
for the Goldberg Committee conclusions,
members of the secretariat of the NCF sent letters
to the Prime Minister and ministers calling for a
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June (continued)

halt to the implementation of the report. Parallel
petitions were made by secretariat member
Khalil Alamour and Executive Director Haia
Noach to the UN Special Rapporteur on the
rights of indigenous peoples, James Anaya, the
UN High Commissioner on Human Rights Navi
Pillay, embassies in Israel and international
human rights bodies.

21- The Multaka-Mifgash Cultural Center
hosted an evening in memory of Juliano Mer-
Khamis who was murdered in April in Jenin,
where he operated a political-social theater.
During the evening the film “Arna’s Children”
was screened.

Every Sunday, activists of the NCF joined the
El Arakib protest vigil which takes place at
Lehavim Junction.
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Weekly demonstration at Lehavim jubction, April 3rd 2011
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Sheikh Sayakh, The Sheikh of the village of Al-Arakib, at a
demonstration in Lehavim junction, 15.05.2011
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The land day assembly in the village of Al-Arakib, 30.03.2011.
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Solidarity visit in Al-Arakib, March 12th 2011
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